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Archaeol ogy: The study of past hunan life ad
cu ture through the recovery and examnati on of
atifads, fedues, adsdls

nservation: The vark of saf eguard ng artverks,
atifadsadmtud sdeceadletios fa the fuue

A chaeol ogi cal (nservati on

Acheed og sts and conservators often vark side by
sidetorecover dues franthe pest. Famthe earliest

p aning stages of archeed og cd fid dark, a conserva
tor foresees prad ens that nay cause danage to artifacts
and the infornati on they convey. The conservet or
advises on lifting, packing and hand i ng techni ques that
cnkewadinthefidd Oeetheatifadsarived a
coservaion labaratory, suchas the ae a the Ryd
Saskat chevan Miseum(R3V), they are preserved for

[ onger termresearch and exhi biti on purposes.

A Lockpl at e from B abant
Lake

Inthe sunmer of 1998, excavations at Babant Lakein
nort heast ern Saskat chevan uncovered the netal
reains of aNrthvest gn Detothefraglenature
o thelockd ae it ves encased d ogwththe sur-
roodngsal, inapaster jacket. Inthsinwrovised
cade it vas lifted framthe groud and tramsported to
the @nservation Lab a the RAVI

Inthe Lab, the plaster jacket vas carefu |y renoved
dogwththesuroudngsal. Losehits o rust
vere pai nstaking y pi cked off toreved anare consdi-
deted layer . The | ockpl ate vas then coated wth an
arylicsduintopesat futhe ddeiadion A-

Ar cheed og cd
Gnser vat 1 on

though nuch of the accreted sail and rust ves re-
noved, thelodkd atestill lokedlike afarly shepd ess
chuk of rusty netal. S hownoch of the | ockpl ate
ves intact beneath the corrosi on?

Fotuetdy, Xrays peretrae rust wthout causi ng
danage tothe artifact. @l laborati ng wth the ROWP
Forersics Lab, Xrays weretaken Srprisingy, thex
rays reved ed thet nost of the | ockd ae renai ned i ntact
udkr the acoretians. Wingthe Xray ssaqide the
conservator proceeded wth a nare aggressi ve ¢l eaning
ad cosd i detion, reveding the type ad shepe o the

xray



L

jaws ad the pan, as ve | as the nunber and | ocati on of

soreve thet a@tached the datetothegn  Athough the

rust hed destroyed the nanufacturer ’s narks, nakingit
dfficdt todadethegn theinfanati onreved ed by
cleaning ad Xrays suggests thet the | ockpl ate vas

probabl y nanuf act ured bet vween 1820 and 1840. Ar red

wththisinfonation thearcheed oy st ves ddeto
narrovdom the possibde arign of the gn

Lockp ete after trestnert

Wet Leather fr om Stan ey
M ssi on

Achaed ogi cal excavations at Sanl ey Nission, on

the Gurchill Rver north of La Ronge, unearthed sone

ineetingvet lesther. Qe fifty fragnants o fod-

vear, sone wthstitchinglines axd netad eydets, wre

renoved and transported to the RMlin foil wapping
ad pastic begs. The pastic kept the leather vet,
since rgpid drying of leather causes shrinkage ad
dstation thet dmscures adysis o the atifacts.
ponarriva a the RBV the leather vias frozen to
prevert drying and to guard against the grovth of
noul d wii | e avai ting treat nent.

Wen the | eather was thawed, preci se neasurenents,

d agrans, and photographs vere taken of each fragnent

to docunent its condition ad d nersios.  The | esther
vas then dried slody, over aperiad of narths, using
pl astic wap to sl owdown evaparati on.

Each piece vias thenhumd fiedtord ax the leather,
and reshaped and assenhl ed | i ke puzzl e pieces.  To
conpli cate the process, there vere fewc ues to the
nuntoer of indvidual shoes and boats represented by
the fragnents. Sone fragnents of | eather fromthe
sane itemvere very different incdour and even
dnensions duetotheir particudar burid eviroman.
And there were far nore pi eces nissi ng fromeach
shoe than vere recovered.

Inthe ed pertid rgresetaios o severd lae
19th Gntury shoes and boots were reconstruct ed
by the conservator. The archaeol ogi st can now
nake accurat e assunptions about what ki nd of
peod e vere present a8 Saley Missma thetine
Was it only nen, or were there wonen and possibly
chldentheretoo? Wt socid classes aergre
sated? Werethey preset & atine o year that
required rubber boats? wnter boats? o sandd s?
Were these peop e naking or repairing their om
shoes or did they buy themfroma d start factory?
Treduswll tdl thestay.

Reconstructed shoes

A Common oal

Acheed ogy is a destructive process. D gg ng
ad cdlecting dstubs djects thet have survived in
the goud for ages and disryts the comecti ons
betveen dyects ad their burid enviromet. The
coservatar nost prevert any further deteriaraion
d thedjedts dter excavatin

Ben before the archeed og st heads into the fid d,
the coservaar puts together a preservation fidd
kit. For exanple, an RMlarcheed ag st takes d og
paster bandeges towegp around afragle lockd ae
inady tolift it inaepecadaaleit fa the
journey beck to the noseum Rastic bags ad fal
vere brought d ong to keep the Sanl ey Nission
leasther vet util it codd be properly docunented
adsovdied Inaher cases, spedd dues ad
casdidats as vd | as lifting trays and pedd ng
nieid aetdeninothefidd

Likkapaoyghldt at intheran anatifat is
wWesifitisit pesaved  With an understand ng
of the conmon purpose shared by archaed ogi sts
ad coservatars, adinfact, everyore varking in
nuseuns, anazi ng snapshots of our past can be
brogt into foos.
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