Wio was P.G. Downes?

Downes was an Aneri can schod teacher,
bu a hert heves anhistaian catoygier,
adventurer, adreudist wo loed the north
He nade cance trips through northern
Saskat chevan and the Northvest Teritaiesin
1936, 1937, 1939, 1947 and 1951 He kept
Otaled jourdsinwichherecorded at oy
tHlyesmts it dsothe staies adtradtias
o the Gee ad Bere pecp e

Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, Downes
nai ntai ned steady correspondence wth Fank
Feck (ave | -knom ethnd og st of the early
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20th century) and Hrry Mody (an avo
cadiod hstaianadehdaoyst a Brare
Beach). He prepared a nanuscript about Gee
bdiefs, nost o themtddto hmby Adam
Bl latyre o Rdican Nxrovs.

In 1943, Downes pubished Sesning
Idad, bessd onthe jourd o hs 190 trip
fronBochet a the north end of Randeer Lake
toWindy Rver & thenathed d Ndtin
Lake, NW (nowNmravut). The book reved s
a nan Wo Was pessi onete about the outdoors,
ot hstay, adaot theadtues o the
CGee and Bene peopl e wo had |ived there
since tine i nmenarid .

The Rottery

O hsfirst jorngy tonarthern
Saskat chevan in 1936, Downes canoed from
R ican Nrrovs via the Stu geon- Vr ,
CQuchll ad Randeer rivers to R ndeer
lake Ao hdf vay upthe lake they had to
turn back because of bad weether . Downes
nace the fdlovng etry inhisjourd on
Sptener 12, 1936, wille a Southend on
Rai ndeer Lake:

“BIl g as, theddtragoer, cane over
and br ought sone patter y sher ds he foud
on Sandy Isladd 0 . Nrthd hren
rasad beech 7 high 400 fromwvater.
Anazi ng shape and desi gn-and | ocation.”

In 1937, he doreted the sherds to the
Nati onal Miseum (now t he Ganadi an Miseum
o Guilizaio) inQtaa In 199 he pb
lishedthefirst desoription o patery fram



northern Ssskatchevaninthe journd  Aneri can
Atiquty.

Thstype d pateyisnowvcdled
Ceaveter Leke Ructae These pats have a
dgadoda body ad verticd o auflaring neck
wthasingerovd puctaes (small roud
indetaios) aoudtherim Gearvater Lake
Rttae pateyisfoudinthe bored farest
fromcentrd Mnitamto cetrd
Saskat chevan. | n Saskat chevan, it vas nade
fromapproxinatel y AD 1200 to 1500.

Ceaxvater Lake Ructae patery is ae
regod eqression of wet archeed og sts cd |
the S kirk Gnposite that extends t hroughout
the bored farest fromnarthvestern Qtario to
essten Aberta Mst archeed ag sts thirk thet
the SH kirk Gnposite reresents the acestars
of nodern-day Gee

Where dd Doug as find the

Rottery?

Theexact locaion o “Sady Ilad’ is a
bt o amstey. Thereis no “Sady sl ad’
recorded & the location ner Waps 19 ad thet
Dowes recorded inhis jound . The o fiad
“Sady Islad’ istoo fa north “Suh Bd
Sndy Island’, where Downes was w nd- bound
fa tvodys, istoofa sath

Trelocaionner Waps Idadis prdo>
ady corect. Dowes describes Doug as' s
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cap a neerby Waos Rver as “aredly lody
spat - lowsad barks ad grass ad a series o
smal | beys becked by the steep dif f-likeHlIs'.
It isqitepssdetha there are sad beedes

cnareabyidadthe vaddjustify gvingit

the locd nene “Sandy Island’.
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