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Getting The Bugs Out

lntegrated Pest Management(lPM) begins all over again. Continug to inspe<’:t your
stored clothing regularly. Consider sending valuable

items to a commercial cold storage facility. Don't
use mothballs or chemicals as these substances can
damage your treasures as well as your health. And
if the pests get out of control, quickly bag the af:
fected items and inspect other materials in the

vicinity. Call a pest control company or the Royal
IPM at home Saskatchewan Museum for advice.

Museums use IPM to keep insects under control.
By sealing up the building, using insect traps, and
regularly inspecting the collections for pests, we are
able to take care of small infestations before they get
out of control.

You can prevent pest problems in your home by
becoming an expert at [IPM. Regularly inspect your
fur, wool and silk clothing, looking closely at seams,
pockets and cuffs for signs of insects. You
may find one of these clues to a problem:

Here are two examples of pest damage.

* frass...bug excrement that looks like
grains of sand or pepper

* larvae...immature insects that
resemble maggots or caterpillars

* larval skins...discarded by the larvae
as they grow, much like snakes shed their
skins

* casings...a moth cocoon that looks
like a small cigar-shaped wad of lint

Remove any sign of insects by vacuuming thor-
oughly. Then inspect again after a week and again
in a month. Sometimes the vacuum misses the
microscopic eggs. VWhen they hatch, the cycle
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